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A healthy Soul in a healthy Body  

"This is important to each and everyone" , said Premier Jonathan Motzfeldt at the 
welcoming reception on Sunday at Katuaq.  

"It is my hope that all the youth will have an experience of a lifetime. I hope they will 
make friends, and that they will experience the power that is created when everyone< 
pulls together", Jonathan Motzfeldt said to all the guests joining the reception. "I 
would like to extend gratitude to the Municipality of Nuuk for their commitment, and 
thank all sponsors without whom this arrangement would not have been possible. I 
also want to extend special and heartfelt thanks to all the volunteers."  

"I myself used to jog quite a bit in my youth and played soccer. Therefore I know the 
forces involved when working with your body and the process of keeping it in shape. 
A healthy soul in a healthy body, this is important to each and everyone. Also being 
part of a team and do your best at the same time through individual effort, is a skill, 
not only in sports but throughout life", said Jonathan Motzfeldt.  

Jonathan Motzfeldt emphasized, that the cultural activities during the Arctic Winter 
Games are equally important as the sports, "Our youth gets the chance to be inspired 
and at the same time to show their talents within the field of arts."  

It is important for Greenland to establish a close relationship to its partner Nunavut. 
"For a number of years interaction in the Arctic was on a minimum, but today, strong 
ties are again connected, it should be an obligation for us to maintain this tradition. It 
is my hope that this arrangement will contribute towards an extension of the good 
relationship to our dear neighbours to the west", Jonathan Motzfeldt said.  

"We live in a turbulent world. Over the past few years we have seen the tragic 
consequences of differences between nations and peoples of the world. It is therefore 
more important to meet personally one another across borders, despite the colour of 
your skin, religion or language. The Arctic Winter Games is not only a sports 
arrangement. It is a contribution of the Arctic peoples to understanding and peace 
among nations", said Jonathan Motzfeldt and concluded: "Let us light the Arctic 
flame. May the spirit of peace and friendship prevail over these Games."  
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Arctic Awards Ceremonies 

Kids, snow and sealskin ponchos come all together at the Arctic Winter Games 2002 
Awards Ceremonies. 
The sports-competitions throughout the week will bear fruit for the young athletes participating in 
the Games. Other than the fun and thrill of competing against and coming together with other 
athletes, some will receive well deserved gold, silver and bronze ulu's given by the Arctic Winter 
Games International Committee. 
Ten sports lead up to ten different Awards Ceremonies at the Snow Arena right outside the new 
multi-sports complex "Inussivik" or other places. So will some of the Inuit Games winners receive 
their ulu's at Nuussuaq Hall. Team sport members playing in the finals on Friday will also be 
awarded at their sport venues (Inussivik, Godthaab Hall and Nuussuaq Hall).  

The ulu's are revealed by kids carrying them in on pillows of sealskin, themselves wearing sealskin 
ponchos. The proud presenters of the Ulu's are well known athletes and official guests, among 
others the main-sponsors of the Games in Nuuk.  

The "ulu" 

The uniqueness of the Arctic Winter Games manifests itself in many different ways. Perhaps non 
more so than the medal which is presented to the winning athletes. While the traditional colors still 
exist, gold, silver and bronze, the medal itself is in the shape of an ulu. An ulu, (pronounced oo' 
loo) means Woman's Knife, and consists of a handle and a semicircular blade. The knife was 
originally used mostly by women and is indigenous to the Arctic. The fist ulu blades were made 
from slate and bone. The handles, sometimes crafted to works of art, were made of bone, antler, 
wood or ivory.  

Just how the ulu came to be the shape of the medals was no accident. Mr. Ken McKinnon, the first 
President of the Arctic Winter Games International Committee said, "The original three 
participating contingents, and their representatives from Alaska, Yukon and the Northwest 
Territories, recognized the need to sell the concept of an Arctic Winter Games. In order to make 
the 
Games different from any other competition, they had to build upon the uniqueness of the north 
and 
the cultural ties that bind us together. Thus the ulu was adopted as the shape of the medal - a 
truly 
northern indigenous symbol that would recognize excellence in athletic performance".  

This year, and for the first time since Hay River/Pine Point 1978 Games, there are two communities 
engraved on the backside of the medals. And perhaps even more noteworthy, it is the first time 
two 
host communities from different jurisdictions are represented together on the back of the medals. 
As one might expect, the medals are not made of gold silver and bronze; but rather, they are 
made 
from a copper/nickel alloy. A total of 1076 ulu's have been minted for Nuuk, and 1081 ULU have 
been minted for Iqaluit.  

Arctic Fashion Show 

Some people may argue that the terms "Arctic" and "Fashion" are contradictions in 
terms, but this could not be further from the truth. 80 models will prove them wrong!  
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It's not just that an ethnic look has been in vogue for years although that may account 
for part of the success of Arctic designers. Nor is it because a political correctness has 
paved the road for design from the edge of the world. Rather, it's the edge of the 
Arctic designers that have moved seal fur coats into the designs of Versace and other 
Italian fashionista gurus.  

The use of the products of nature has always been closely identified with Inuit culture. 
The Inuit lived under almost impossible conditions, yet managed to get by and move 
ahead. Whenever a new useful tool or product (such as a garment) were introduced 
and proved superior or more accessible than previous products, out went the old one. 
But the ideas and ideals incorporated in the old ones were rarely forgotten. 
And that has paved the way for the young designers of today. More than ever, young 
designers prove their worth with a wide range of beautiful clothes that is inspired by 
traditional materials and designs. However, they stay true to the basic idea of fashion 
- creating innovative designs that may be beautiful or shocking.  

In modern Greenland, sealskins are no longer used on a large scale for traditional 
purposes such as cladding kayaks and insulating huts, so there is a surplus of skins, 
which can then be sold. The surplus skins are purchased all over Greenland and 
forwarded to Qaqortoq in Southern Greenland, where they are processed at Great 
Greenland's tannery.  

At the Arctic Fashion Show, some of the latest collections by Great Greenland and 
Eskimo Pels will be shown. In addition, each contingent will present two or three of 
their traditional and modern garments. Local designers Nina Motzfeldt and Anna 
Nuka Olsen will organize the biggest fashion show ever presented during Games 
week. Nina, who also designed Tuttu's anorak and design partner Anna will also do 
shows in Norway, Denmark and Iceland later this season.  

As the garments are made of fur and especially designed for the Arctic climate, the 
fashion show will take place outside at the Snow Arena. This week there will be no 
tall models running around in skimpy seal skin bikinis. Wednesday and Friday night 
from 19:00-20:30 o'clock you have the chance to get a look at fashion ranging from 
ancient past to modern haute couture. Wednesday and Thursday the Arctic Fashion 
show will guide you through designs from all over the Arctic. The show takes place at 
the Snow Arena.  

Bernadette's Palette 

Avid to protect and to preserve her culture and her roots, Bernadette Kublu, as many other Inuit of 
her generation who witnessed the drastic changes from the early Hudson Bay Co. days, is a 
teacher. 
She is a teacher without making it her profession. Her teaching seems to be crafted from her 
background and experiences, from her wisdom as well as from her strong will. A teacher in the tips 
of her creativity, Bernadette transposes her wish to communicate the traditional customs, morals 
and joyfulness of her people in the animated scenes of her brilliant and candid drawings.  

She is categorical when it comes to Inuit traditional ways of living. With her words and in her art, 
she depicts the Inuit as a nation of warmth, tightness and love. "That's what the Inuit and their 
customs are about," she vigorously expresses, with her Inuit-toned voice.  

Recollecting her own past with the black of her pens, Bernadette seems to show particular affection 
for her childhood, as if visualising this period enables her to recapture something that seems so 
remote from the modern reality. 
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Living on and off a camp home about 60 miles north of her hometown, between Arctic Bay and 
Pond Inlet, little Bernadette spent most early Fall of her childhood days helping her 
mother, her oldest brother and his wife and children making a hut. 
The making of the hut, as Bernadette knows it, is a project involving two and a half months of 
arduous work, especially at a time when the Hudson Bay Co. days were synonymous with limited 
supplies. 
"My family used to make a hut-house from scratch earth, big stones and wood. My mom, my 
brother and my sister-in-law would be busy making one long tent floor size bed on which all family 
members would sleep. The big rocks were put under the bed so that it wouldn't slide down," 
Bernadette explains without pausing. " You know, at that point I thought that all human beings 
were living the way that that we did, and it never came to mind that other people would not sleep 
all 
together in one big bed," she continues. 
The artist proudly recalls blanket making as another laborious part of their hut creation. "Bird nests 
and soft parts of bird skin were used to make our blankets", she says, before entering a 
conversation 
about the expectations of her time towards the Inuit female gender. "We -women- were the ones 
to 
clean and cut the skin of the animals, and to make clothing for everyone. We were not allowed to 
wear pants, or only underneath our skirts, and our hair would never get cut," she insists as if there 
had been times when this custom meant forbiddance. And so, Bernadette and the female members 
of her family would keep washing their long hair once a week, all at one time and all in the one 
same bucket which used water would also be used the wash the hut floor afterwards. 
Bernadette expresses with vivacity the words relating her life in Nunatsia Camp, a joy well 
transmitted in each detail of the animated drawing here presented.  

Bernadette's family celebrating together  

"Do you know the game called 'I Spy with my Little Eye'?" she asks. "We used to cut pictures out 
of newspapers and stick them all over the hut walls and play that game forever. Sometimes even 
at 
night until we would fall asleep. The youngest one would always fall asleep first," she adds, 
smiling.  

Bernadette Kublu is currently living in the Elders' Home in Iqaluit. She has recently discovered a 
talent for drawing, and she uses it as therapy. "Drawing takes away the pain," she claims. Indeed, 
the 49 year-old sparkled-eyed Inuk with a warm smile - despite the limitations of her painful 
rheumatoid arthritis - beautifully captures memories, scenes and stories of her people and past. 
Bernadette's parents, Charles Nugalaq Kublu and Solange Ala Gotsiaq Kublu, were among Pond 
Inlet's original settlers.  

Brothers and Sisters in Mind 
What do you know about the nine contingents from the four countries that 
participate in our Games? Get your pencils ready for a check list. 

Alaska is the largest state in USA, purchased in 1867 from the Russian Czar. About 30% 
of the state's population of 600,000 are indigious peoples, Aleutian, Inuit and Tlingit. 
Alaska is all about a breathtaking landscape and nature. Rich in minerals, Alaska also 
boasts famous Mt. McKinley (6194 m), moose, grizzlies, wolves, and bald eagles.  

Chukotka is Russia's easternmost region. At one point the distance between the Chukchi 
Islands and Alaska is only five kilometers. The Chuchki are believed to have crossed the 
Bering Sea to settle in the American continent, some of them moving further on to 
Greenland. Chukotka is rich in marine life and native settlers still hunt the traditional way 
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- in umiaks with harpoons.  

Greenland is the largest island in the world - so big that Greenland is south, north, west 
and east of Iceland! The inland ice covers 85% of Greenland and from south to north it 
streches 2,700 kilometers - the distance from Scotland to the Sahara. All of Greenland's 
towns are located on the coast, along fjords that have been carved out by glaciers. Towns 
are not connected by roads so transportation is either by air, ship or even dogsled.  

Magadan is covered by rugged mountains, tundra, and scrub forests. Along the rivers, 
valley forests grow rich in species diversity, biomass and even gold deposits. The first 
Russian explorers came to Magadan in the late 1600's in search of furs. Later settled as a 
support base for the exploration of minerals, the area also once hosted exiled politicians.  

Alberta North lies where the Rocky Mountains meet the prairie. Breathtaking views, 
abundant natural resources, and a skilled workforce make Alberta an excellent place to 
work, live and play. Alberta has a population of approximately 3 million. Alberta's 
vibrant economy and world-class infrastructure enables it to host many world sporting 
events and the 1988 Winter Olympics were held in Calgary, Alberta.  

Northwest Territories is a land of contrasts: office towers and igloos; midnight sun and 
midday darkness; skilled tradesmen and shrewd trappers; dense evergreen forests and 
vast expanses of barren tundra. It is a land rich in minerals and wrapped in history where 
Dene culture and Inuit art are a part of daily lives. There are even eight official languages 
in the Northwest Territories.  

Nunavik is Arctic Quebec. The 8,500 Inuit now living in Nunavik reside in 14 villages 
along the Ungava Bay and Hudson Bay coasts. The Inuit live in modern houses and have 
access to modern technology. However they have also generally maintained their 
traditional activities, such as fishing and hunting. Some Inuit leave their homeland to 
pursue their education or to work elsewhere, however the majority come back to work 
and live in their community.  

Nunavut changed the political map of Canada on April 1st, 1999 as the new jurisdiction 
was created. Formed by the eastern part of the Northwest Territories, Nunavut has all the 
Arctic beauties, from the aurora borealis dancing in the darkness of winter, to the glory of 
the tundra bursting into life in the summer. A herd of muskoxen gallop over the tundra, a 
wolf family plays on a sandbar, and a polar bear hunts seals on the sea ice.  

Yukon is Canada's westernmost area. Sparsely populated, Yukon has a rich history that 
hints at its vast mineral wealth. Yukon is still known for its famous gold rushes at the end 
of the 19th century. About one-quarter of Yukon's population of approximately 33,000 is 
of First Nation descent. The spirit of generations of Yukon Indian people lives today in 
their stories, art and legends.  

Although we come from different backgrounds and live thousands of kilometers from 
each other, participants from these nine Arctic contingents come together as brothers and 
sisters in mind to celebrate what promises to become the biggest and most exciting event 
in the Arctic this year.  

Equal Status between Culture and Sports 

Nuuk presents the biggest cultural program in Arctic Winter Games history  

More than 300 volunteers has made it possible to present the biggest cultural program 
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in Arctic Winter Games history. The cultural events takes place in different places in Nuuk. 
Musicians, artists, dancers and throatsingers will entertain in 257 hours in 28 different venues. 
"It's first time, culture and sports has equal status during the Arctic Winter Games," 
the chairman of culture commite Aleqa Hammond said. 
The Galla shows in the culture house Katuaq will take big attention and will be 
shown directly in KNR-TV ( Greenland national television). 
Various musicians, dancers and throatsingers from circumpolar areas will entertain in 
four evenings. 
Last time Nuuk was host for at big event was in 1998, where Inuit Circumpolar 
Conference ICC held conference. Political meetings and cultural events are main 
characteristics of ICC. 
"The cultural program in Arctic Winter Games in Nuuk is four times bigger than the 
cultural program during the ICC conference in 1998," Aleqa Hammond said.  

Culture final 
The host society will take notes during the Galla shows. 
"We'll look after musicians, that'll show new kind of music and will make the choice 
one day before the closing ceremony," Aleqa Hammond said. 
The closing ceremony will take place in the Snow Arena outside Inussivik. The 
greatest fireworks will uplight the sky, when the tourch is out.  

"Fair Play is the Arctic Way", 

said Premier of Greenland, Jonathan Motzfeld, at the Opening Ceremonies of the 
XVII Arctic Winter Games in Inussivik in Nuuk.  

"Cultural awareness and understanding are important principles of every Arctic 
Winter Games", said Jonathan Motzfeldt, and warmly welcomed all participants at 
this year's Games. 
"To all of you who have gathered here from near and far, to all of the volunteers and 
to all of you participating through television, it is with joy and pride that I on behalf 
of the Government and on behalf of Greenland, can warmly welcome you to this 
event", he said. 
Also the Mayor of Nuuk, Agnethe Davidsen, was very happy to host the Arctic 
Winter Games in the capital of Greenland. "For several years we have been looking 
forward to this event when you - the young athletes - should come to Nuuk. We know 
you will make this event memorable to us all. I hope you will enjoy your stay and our 
many facilities. We are looking forward to watch your performances. And we are 
looking forward to watch true international sportmanship. I promise you that the 
inhabitants of Nuuk will do everything in their power to make the Arctic Winter 
Games 2002 the greatest event ever", the Mayor of Nuuk said at the Opening 
Ceremonies.  

"I'm as excited as a child" 

The mayor of Nuuk Agnethe Davidsen is certain that the city of Nuuk will make the 
upcoming week one that no one will ever forget.  

It was a proud and exited mayor of Nuuk, Agnethe Davidsen, who welcomed 
participants to the Arctic Winter Games 2002 in Nuuk Sunday afternoon at the 
opening ceremonies. In 1998, the Arctic Winter Games International Committee gave 
Nuuk and Iqaluit the honour of co-hosting the XVII Arctic Winter Games.  

"I'm as excited as a child to welcome our circumpolar guests to our city, and I wish to 
welcome everybody from the bottom of my heart," Davidsen said. The 54 year-old 
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Davidsen has been the "first lady" of Nuuk since 1993, and has followed every step 
leading up to March 17th 2002, when the lighting of the Arctic Winter Games torch 
symbolized the beginning of the biggest event in the 281-year history of Nuuk.  

"It's true that this is the biggest event in our history," said Davidsen. "Everybody in 
our city hopes to include all guests in the Games, and wants them to share 
unforgettable experiences. We will do our best to make this event a success for 
everybody. I also hope that the youth of Nuuk and our guests will develop friendships 
for life. I'm sure that our youth will use this opportunity to improve their skills in 
English, too."  

Davidsen also recognizes that "We have a big responsibility on our shoulders on 
behalf of many parents sending their kids from nine different contingents to the 2002 
Arctic Winter Games. Of course, we hope this will give everybody great moments 
that last a lifetime."  

Weeks before the Games began, the host society went through every part of the 
program with the mayor. The meetings convinced Davidsen, that the work by the host 
society and its subcommittees has been very thorough.  

"I'm very impressed by the work the youth of Nuuk have done so far," she said. "It 
looks like it's going to be a success. Every volunteer has gone through an education 
that she or he will be able to use in the future. This has been a great encouragement 
and will be one of the most important legacies after the Games."  

Injuries are increasing 

The number of injured athletes is growing at the medical center in Ukaliusaq School, 
where nurses are ready to treat injuries 24 hours a day. The first two days of the 
games were easy for the volunteers and staff at the hospital. 
"The medical center at Ukaliusaq school has a capacity to handle 100 people a day. 
So far, we've had less than 50 people a day. However, the number is increasing and 
this trend will probably continue over the next few days," chair of medical committee 
Doctor Jesper Olesen tells the Ulu News. 
The host society offered first aid lessons to all of the volunteers on the medical 
committee half a year ago. Fifty-five people took advantage of the opportunity. 
"The people who took first aid lessons are stationed at the venues. At our medical 
center we have nurses ready to treat injuries in four emergency rooms when the 
athletes come in by taxi. If the injury is serious enough, doctors are prepared to¨ 
come to at the hospital 24 hours a day," Olesen says. 
"But we won't take any chances if somebody gets hurt at the alpine skiing and 
snowboarding venue. We'll take the athletes directly to the hospital because the 
injuries at alpine skiing and snowboarding can often be serious," Olesen says. 
On Saturday, eight people came by the medical center. They were followed by 14 on 
Sunday and 36 on Monday.  

Iqaluit 

Pronounced "ee-ka-loo-eet", Iqaluit means "place of many fish" and is located on the mouth of 
Frobisher Bay overlooking Koojesse Inlet. It has some of the country's longest stretches of exposed 
area at low tide. The transportation hub of the Eastern Arctic, Iqaluit has the longest runway in the 
Canadian Arctic, providing an ideal refueling spot for international flights. The capital of Canada's 
newest territory is a city growing quickly both in population and in modernity; indeed, Iqaluit 
counts more than five thousands heads today, which accounts for more than twice the number 
from 
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three years ago.  

Iqaluit has changed enormously since sailor Martin Frobisher first entered its bay in 1576, believing 
it to be the fabled Northwest Passage to China. Iqaluit was actually known as Frobisher Bay until 
1987 when its name reverted to Iqaluit - its original Inuktitut name.  

In 1914 the Hudson's Bay Company opened a trading post at Ward Inlet only 60 kilometers from 
Iqaluit's current location. In 1942 the development of the region took another promising turn with 
the selection of Koojesse Inlet as an U.S. Air Force Base. After 1959 the Canadian Federal 
Government started to bring in doctors, teachers, administrators, clerks and other support staff to 
the rapidly developing area.  

Today, local sites include the remarkable igloo-shaped Anglican cathedral, St. Jude's, decorated 
with crafts produced by members of the congregation; the sensational northernly-fashioned 
Nunavut Legislative Assembly (located in the Government of Nunavut Building), with an 
extraordinary Inuit art display; and Nunatta Sunakkutaangit Museum, housing a fine collection of 
Inuit sculpture and prints, together with historic artifacts.  

Iqaluit offers wilderness adventures, including everything from wilderness experience to the thrill 
of navigating wild rapids in a kayak or mushing a dog team across the tundra. Whether it is a 
journey to view spectacular Arctic wildlife and landscape or a chance to learn about Inuit culture, 
Iqaluit offers something for everyone. Sylvia Grinnel Territorial Park is an attractive picnic and 
hiking area. Several outfitters operate snowmobile and dog team trips to Kitannikk Territorial Park 
Reserve, Qaummaarviiut Territorial Historic Park, the floe edge and on Frobisher Bay. Boat trips on 
the bay and rafting and hiking trips into Katannilik Park are available in the summer.  

The King of Snow 

The man behind the Snow Arena hopes that Greenland will host the Arctic Winter 
Games alone sometime in the future  

Nobody loves snow like Laarseeraq Skifte. His life is dedicated to winter sports like 
alpine and cross country skiing. He's head of the staff in the world's toughest cross 
country skiing race "Arctic Circle Race" in Sisimiut. 
Laarseeraq Skifte made the Snow Arena in front of the big sports arena Inussivik with 
his partner Fartato Olsen from Sisimiut. 
Laarseeraq Skifte and Fartato Olsen had all odds against them when they started their 
work in front of Inussivik. Heavy rain removed almost all of the snow from Nuuk 
three weeks before the Opening Ceremonies. Snowmachines took over when nature 
said "No", so an arena of snow and ice could still be built. Now it faces the day 
decorated by an boulevard of snow sculptures. 
"We arrived in Nuuk February 25th, but we couldn't do anything before the March 
7th", said Larseeraq. The start was tough. The watersupply to our snowmachines failed, 
but we made it after one night without sleep, Laarseeraq Skifte recalls the beginning 
of his work for the Arctic Winter Games. 
"The first day we really could get started, was actually the 13th day according to our 
schedule. But the snow we made to the igloos in the Arctic Kitchen is much better 
than natural snow and it withstands the rain better - to a certain limit, of course". 
"The walls of the Snow Arena are made of snow, the building contractors had 
collected from everywhere in Nuuk - we were short in snow remember. Then we 
covered the walls by the snow we made by the snowmachine. The tribune for the 
awards ceremonies and the Arctic Kitchen, where you can by specialities from 
circumpolar regions, are made of snow, too", Laarseeraq Skifte says.  

The 50 year-old snow-freak has been through three different periods in Greenland's 
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history. He was born in Maniitsoq, which is the next city to Nuuk if you go north. His 
family were fishermen. But they shifted to business toward the end of Laarseeraq's 
last periods of childhood. 
"I've lived in Denmark and later in the U.S., Alaska and New Hampshire, for seven 
and a half years", said Larseeraq. "When I moved back to Greenland, I couldn't speak 
Danish or Greenlandic", But he got his Greenlandic language back. 
He was head coach of the national team of Greenland in alpine skiing in the 1970's. 
He also took initiative for the first national championships for children in alpine and 
cross country skiing with his friend Tobias Heilmann back in 1978. 
Laarseeraq Skifte has lived in different places in Europe, too. But after the 
Greenlandic championships he moved to the summer ski area Apussuit near 
Maniitsoq.  

The Norwegian Olympic goldwinning team has trained in Apussuit a few times and 
was very satisfied with the snow on the glacier 800 meters above sea level. The 
superstar Thomas Alsgaard has been in Apussuit on private initiative and took his 
friend Tore Arne Hetland, who won gold in Salt Lake City.  

Two years became ten years  

Laarseeraq Skifte met his wife who's from Sisimiut. They moved together to Sisimiut 
in 1991. 
"We said, that we were gonna stay in Sisimiut for two years. We still live in Sisimiut 
and we don't have any plans to move to another place", Laarseeraq Skifte says. 
Once again Laarseeraq Skifte is head of a big event. This time he was part of a initiative 
group behind the world's toughest race - the Arctic Circle Race. The distance is 
160 kilometers, which the participants must ski in only three days. 
Last year, the Arctic Winter Games Host Society and Arctic Circle Race signed an 
agreement for co-operation. General Manager of the Arctic Winter Games Nuuk, 
Michael Binzer, and two others took a trip to Sisimiut and worked as volunteers. 
Now, it is the Arctic Circle Race's turn and people took the plane to Nuuk and made 
the snow arena as a contribution from Sisimiut. 
Laarseeraq works very closely with Fartato Olsen, who's been in Sweden and Finland 
to learn how to make snow hotels, which is a speciality in northern Scandinavia. 
"The Arctic Winter Games and the Arctic Circle Race are quite similar to each other, 
but of course the Arctic Winter Games is much bigger in number of participants", 
Laarseeraq Skifte says. 
"But both are absolutely dependent on volunteers and need professional management 
at the same time. It is my hope, that one day Greenland will be able host the whole 
Arctic Winter Games. 
The 2002 Arctic Winter Games in Nuuk will inspire the youth for the future. Hosting 
Arctic Winter Games has an advantage compared to the Arctic Circle Race, 
participants involved are teenagers between 12 and 19 years old. They are much 
easier to handle than adults, who are always close to complain about everything. 
Two cities can share the Games. It is not only a dream. I am convinced that Greenland 
is able to take the whole Games sometime in the future", Laarseeraq Skifte says.  

Modern Arctic Art 

Six artist from Alberta, Alaska, the Northwest Territories and Greenland are framing and painting 
sealskins  

"It's very exiting to work with people from other countries," says Monique Bourassa from Alberta. 
"We're painting sealskins to test the colors."  
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But what will these artists make from the sealskin?  

That's an artistic secret that won't be revealed until Friday, when the project is finished. Monique 
and five other artist from Alaska, the Northwest Territories and Greenland are using four days to 
framing and painting sealskins. "We're using everything from acrylic colors to natural materials., 
" she says. "It's funny and interesting." Dennis Hale from Alberta adds that " I'm enjoying working 
with the other artists. We all have different ideas. We all have a different language, and it's good to 
exchange ideas."  

The six artist have their art workshop at Nuuk Tourism.  

Artist wants to thank the AWG  

Outside of Nuuk Tourism's building, the Ulu News recently meets the young artist, Koomuatuk 
Curley from Yellowknife.  

He's 17 years old. He moved from Cape Dorset in Nunavut to Yellowknife to go to highschool. 
"Greenland is a very exiting country," he says. "But it's strange that there are no big mountains or 
trees here. But I love the ocean. In Cape Dorset, the water always freezes in wintertime. "  

What are you making? asks the Ulu News. "I'm making a seal from soapstone," he replies. When 
asked if he plans to sell his sculpture, he replies that he will give it to the people who organized the 
Arctic Winter Games in Nuuk. "I want to show my appreciation to Arctic Winter Games," he says. 
"The brought me to Nuuk, and I want to thank them."  

Injuries are increasing 

The number of injured athletes is growing at the medical center in Ukaliusaq School, 
where nurses are ready to treat injuries 24 hours a day. The first two days of the 
games were easy for the volunteers and staff at the hospital. 
"The medical center at Ukaliusaq school has a capacity to handle 100 people a day. 
So far, we've had less than 50 people a day. However, the number is increasing and 
this trend will probably continue over the next few days," chair of medical committee 
Doctor Jesper Olesen tells the Ulu News. 
The host society offered first aid lessons to all of the volunteers on the medical 
committee half a year ago. Fifty-five people took advantage of the opportunity. 
"The people who took first aid lessons are stationed at the venues. At our medical 
center we have nurses ready to treat injuries in four emergency rooms when the 
athletes come in by taxi. If the injury is serious enough, doctors are prepared to come 
to at the hospital 24 hours a day," Olesen says. 
"But we won't take any chances if somebody gets hurt at the alpine skiing and 
snowboarding venue. We'll take the athletes directly to the hospital because the 
injuries at alpine skiing and snowboarding can often be serious," Olesen says. 
On Saturday, eight people came by the medical center. They were followed by 14 on 
Sunday and 36 on Monday.  

3 Million Canadians Tuned In 

The Opening Ceremonies of Arctic Winter Games in Iqaluit was a radio hit last 
Sunday in Canada.  

It was the first time in Canadian radio broadcast history that the entire country had the 
chance to experience a live broadcast of the opening of Arctic Winter Games. CBC, 
Canadian Broadcasting Corporation, had stationed a small army in Iqaluit in order to 
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transmit the opening ceremonies. In addition to that, CBC North has transmitted long 
hours of television from both Iqaluit and Nuuk. A TV crew from CBC North ensures 
that their viewrs at home get a flavor of the Greenlandic way of doing the Games. 
Also, every morning radio journalist Michael Lamb has been broadcasting live from 
the Nuuk press center to the CBC show Early Morning Report. Focusing on the 
Nunavut snowboard team, the Arctic Winter Games ban on alcohol and the Two-Foot 
High Kich contest, Mr. Lamb has entertained Canadian listeners nationwide.  

KNR is dedicated to the Games 
Greenland’s national broadcast corporation KNR, Kalaallit Nunaata Radioa is very 
dedicated to the Games. Both the TV and radio section is dedicating 50 hours of 
programming to the Games, giving listeners and viewers from all over the country the 
possibility to experience the exciting matches and events going on in Nuuk. Producer 
Aqqa Lynge is working with a team of 93 accredited press people to make sure that 
the population gets the best possible coverage of the Games around the country.  

Others tune in also 
The interest in Arctic Winter Games has grown considerably over the years. Journalist 
Lew Freedman of the Chicago Tribune is a veteran of the Games, but many other 
media have also visited the Games this year. Along with a French TV crew, the New 
York Times announced a visit to the opening of the Games in Iqaluit. In Greenland, 
we have been visited by prominent media such as The Observer and The Independent, 
both from England, along with media from Sweden, Denmark, Canada and the United 
States. To bring many of these journalists here, Arctic Winter Games has been 
fortunate to cooperate with Greenlandair and First Air.  

TV Coverage 
A production crew from Producer’s Studio in Oregon is doing a documentary on the 
Arctic Winter Game, visiting not only Nuuk and Iqaluit, but also all the other 
contingents to be sold to American stations. KNR has also produced footage to be 
used by CNN and sent to other press bureaus such as AP, EBU and Reuters.  
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