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Don Cooper, a member of the Arctic Winter Games committee in the 1980's and now NWT's 
deputy minister of justice, said the decision was made to find a permanent home for the 
trophy "rather than try to get this thing across international borders. It's got ivory, it needs 
a special crate, it's fragile, and it's expensive to ship."  

From 1984 to November of 1995, the trophy was in the collection of the Prince of Wales 
Northern Heritage Centre in Yellowknife. The museum would pull the trophy out of storage 
and put it in the lobby when the Arctic Winter Games would roll around.  

In 1995 it was moved to the offices of Sport North, also in Yellowknife. But in recent years it 
has been on display at the Yukon Sports Hall of Fame in Whitehorse. Ian Legaree of Sport 
North said the move was because the NWT doesn't have a sports hall of fame.  

Since 1984, a framed photograph of the trophy has been presented to the winning team, 
instead of the actual trophy.  

The glass case  

The carving itself isn't the only interesting story behind the trophy.  

It was Simon Goudreau of Hay River who alerted News/North to the case of the case.  

He helped build the travelling/display glass case for the Hodgson trophy when he lived in 
Whitehorse in 1980. He described the protective barrier as a cylindrical case made of 
plexiglass.  

This jogged the memory of Adams, the former Arctic Winter Games committee member.  

"When they first built it, the plexiglass used to pop right out," said Adams.  

Susan Irving is a curatorial assistant who has worked on and off at the Prince of Wales 
Northern Heritage Centre for almost 20 years.  

She remembered having the Hodgson trophy in the museum's collection, but it was the 
trophy's giant display case that left the deepest impression, and took up the most space in 
storage.  

"It was this huge cylindrical case with curved glass all around," said Irving.  

"It reminded me of a time machine."  

The Hodgson trophy was first awarded in 1978, but the NWT didn't win it until 1992.  

The NWT eventually carried off the framed photo in 1992 and again in 1996. Nunavut won it 
in 2000.  

 


